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race built against the rock; a large hole in ths upper sur-
face, prolonged through the rock into the cave, admits
light into the sanctuary. The other temples to the right
of this one are much smaller, some of them not over six
feet in height and ten broad. Kreitner says that the
principal image is the largest statue of the Buddha in
China; this is a mistake, for there are a number larger, and
even among stone statues this one cannot take the first
place.1 In 1887, while on a journey through eastern Mon-
golia and northern Shan-hsl I had occasion to visit the
famous Yung k'an temples about ten miles northwest of
Ta-t'ung Fu on the road to K?uei-hua-ch'eng. The prin-
cipal stone statue there is over sixty feet high and
incomparably finer than that of the Ta Fo ssu.2
To the left of the temple a number of small chambers
have been excavated in the rock, accessible only by steps
cut in the stone. These rooms were probably originally
used by the priests attached to the temples, but at present
they are occupied by some of the villagers.
At Ting k?ou,3 some ten miles beyond this place, we left
the valley bottom, and. for the next hundred miles (as far
as Ping-liang Fu) traveled over an open, level country,
with small villages here and there, and solitary farm-
houses, each surrounded by a high wall worthy of a fron-
1 The picture which. Kreitner, op.    south of Honan Fu, dating from the
cit., p. 505, has of this temple does    Wei dynasty (i. e., Toba), and dedi-
not give even a rough idea of its    eated to the mother of Buddha,
shape or of the statues.                       3 At T7ing-k'ou the Hei shni flows
2 The Yung k'an temples date from    intotheCh'ingho. Thelatferriverhas
the Toba dynasty (A, D< 386-532).    its principal source southwest of Ping-
Probably the Ta Fo ssu temples were    liang Fu.   It receives the Ma-lien ho
excavated at the same time, as the    notfartotheeastofCh'ang-wuHsien,
sovereigns of this dynasty are said to    which is forty li west of T'ing k?ou.
have made a number of such cave-    Kreitiier,  op. tit., p. 508, calls the
temples. Bichthofen, "Beportonthe    Ch'ing ho at T'ing-k'ou the Ma-lien ho,
Provinces of Honan and Shansi," p. 5,    but he is unquestionably wrong.  See
mentions a cave-temple a few miles    "Shui-tao tikang," tl, 14.